Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 168 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.092; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
The crystal structure of the title compound, [Ni 2 (C 27 L = 2-(5-bromo-2-hydroxyphenyl)-1,3-bis[4-(5-bromo-2-hydroxyphenyl)-3-azabut-3-enyl]-1,3-imidazolidine} with additional water and two methanol solvent molecules. In this instance, one of the two Ni atoms is coordinated to a water and the other to a methanol molecule. The Ni-O and Ni-N distances, as well as the angles about the metal atoms, show quite regular octahedra around the central ions. The Ni-O phenol -Ni and Ni-O acetate -Ni angles are not similar [95.26 (13) and 97.34 (13) , respectively], indicating that this subtle solvate exchange induces significant differences in the conformation adopted. The coordinated methanol ligand is involved in an intramolecular hydrogen bond to the uncoordinated O atom of the bridging acetate ligand, while the coordinated water molecule forms a hydrogen bond with the one of the methanol solvent molecules. The water solvent molecule forms strong hydrogen bonds to both phenolate O atoms. The remaining methanol solvent molecule also forms a hydrogen bond with this solvent water molecule.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni 2 (C 27 H 24 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . with a predefined ground state (Fondo et al., 2005 (Fondo et al., , 2006a (Fondo et al., ,b, 2007 (Fondo et al., , 2009 Lu et al., 2007; Paital, et al., 2007 Paital, et al., , 2009 ). Density functional theory (DFT) calculations demonstrated that the Schiff base provides an NCN bridge between the metal ions that helps to mediate the ferromagnetic exchange (Fondo, et al., 2005) . Consequently, the use of suitable cross-linking ligands between the dinuclear units could be a route to produce complexes of higher nuclearity, with all of the unpaired electrons aligned parallel to each other. The type of complex obtained depends on the synthesis conditions as the coordination environment about the metals is usually completed by coordinating solvent molecules. 
-imidazolidine) with water and two methanol molecules as solvates. In this instance one of the two nickel atoms is coordinated to a water and the other to a methanol molecule. This is in contrast to its related complex involving the ligand 2-(5-chloro-2-hydroxyphenyl)-1,3-bis[4-(5-chloro-2-hydroxyphenyl)-3-azabut-3-enyl]-1,3-imidazolidine, which was synthesized under similar conditions. In this case both nickel atoms contain coordinated methanol molecules (Khan et al., 2011) . It has previous been observed that nickel complexes involving this type of ligand are prone to solvate exchange (Fondo et al., 2009) .
(I) is a neutral dinuclear compound, where the L 3-Schiff base acts as a trianionic heptadentate ligand, using each one of its N 2 O compartments to coordinate a nickel atom. Thus, the metal atoms are joined to one terminal phenol oxygen (O1A, O1B), an iminic nitrogen (N1A, N1B), and an aminic nitrogen atom (N1, N2), with the aminic NCN group (N2-C7-N2) acting as a bridge between both nickel ions. In addition, the nickel atoms are linked by the endogenous phenolate oxygen atom 
For the synthesis of the ligand (H 3 L) methanol solutions of triethylenetetramine and 5-bromosalicylaldehyde were mixed in a 1:3 molar ratio. After heating at 333 K for a few minutes, diethylether was added to this mixture, and yellow crystals were separated, filtered and recrystallized from methanol solution: Mp 376 K. 
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